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GREATER FLINT HEALTH COALITION TO JOIN 
NATIONAL INITIATIVE TO INCREASE 
TREATMENT FOR SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS 
Boston, MA -- Join Together, a national resource for 
communities taking action against substance abuse, 
announced today that Genesee County, MI, through 
the Greater Flint Health Coalition, was selected as a 
2002 Demand Treatment! Partner.  As a partner the 
Coalition’s Mental Health & Substance Abuse Task 
Force will receive both technical assistance and 
$60,000 over the course of one year to promote 
treatment for substance use disorders.  
 
Demand Treatment! is Join Together’s national 
initiative to increase the number of people getting 
quality treatment for substance use disorders by 
building local leadership, providing information for 
action, improving quality, and ending discrimination. 
Join Together is supported by the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation. 
 
As part of its Demand Treatment! initiative, the 
Greater Flint Health Coalition will develop specialized 
addiction disorder training to ensure that health 
sector professionals, human service professionals, 
and recovery advocates have exposure to or 
knowledge about effective screening tools, brief 
intervention techniques, and local referral resources. 
“By working collaboratively with the Coalition and 
other partnering organizations, we are one step 
closer to guaranteeing that all substance abuse 
treatment needs in our community will be adequately 
met,” said Gregory Beckman, president and CEO of 
the McLaren Regional Medical Center. 
 
The 2002 Demand Treatment! Partners were selected 
from more than 50 competing applicants across the 

nation. Join Together will provide them with technical 
assistance, funding, and leadership development over 
the next two years. 
 
“Too many people fail to get the treatment they need 
because they don’t think it will work, or fear they will 
be fired or forced out of their homes,” said David 
Rosenbloom, director of Join Together. “We are very 
pleased that these fourteen communities will join us 
as we demand that the health, criminal justice and 
specialized treatment systems be expanded and 
improved.”   
 
Join Together is a project of Boston University School 
of Public Health. For further information about Join 
Together or Demand Treatment!, visit: 
www.jointogether.org 
 
SEPTEMBER MEETING DATES 
Sept. 4 Diabetes Task Force (7:30am)         
Sept. 5 REACH Task Force (8:30am) 
Sept. 9 Board of Directors (7:30am) 
Sept. 9 Flint Healthcare Sector Employment  
 Initiative (noon) 
Sept. 10 MIChild/Healthy Kids Outreach (2:00pm) 
Sept. 11 Data Review Subcommittee cancelled 
Sept. 12 Heart Failure Task Force (6:00pm) 
Sept. 18 Mental Health & Substance Abuse Task 

Force (1:00pm) 
Sept. 19 Health Improvement (8:30am) 
Sept. 19 Come Hear the AMI GAP Results 

(5:30pm) 
Sept. 24 Pharmacy Task Force (1:00pm) 
Sept. 25  Nursing Education Group cancelled 
Sept. 26 Back Pain Management Task Force 

(7:30am) 
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