


 

If there is one message that the Coalition wishes to 
convey to the Governor with this event, it is “what is 
taking place in Genesee County with the FHEO 
Initiative is very unique and is an excellent template 
for other communities in Michigan and in the 
country.” For more information about this event, 
please contact the Coalition at (810) 232-2228.     
 
COALITION WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBER! 
The Coalition would like to welcome Thomas W. 
Johnson, Jr., MD—the Senior Medical Director for 
General Motors Service Parts Operation—to the 
membership of the Board! 
 
Prior to obtaining his current position, Dr. Johnson 
served for five years as the Site Medical Director for 
the General Motors Tech Center in Warren, Michigan 
and then two years as Senior Medical Director for 
General Motors World Headquarters in Detroit. He 
has been in his current position for one year.  
 
TWO UNDOING RACISM WORKSHOPS 
SCHEDULED FOR 2004 
The first two Undoing Racism Workshops have been 
scheduled for 2003. The first will be Monday, March 
22 thru Wednesday, March 24 and the second will be 
held Monday, July 26 thru Wednesday, July 28. The  
2½ day workshops will be held from 9:00am-6:00pm 
on Day 1, 9:00am-6:00pm on Day 2, and 9:00am-
12:00pm on Day 3. The March workshop will be held 
at the Character Inn & International Convention 
Center in Flint.  
 
These principle-based workshops, facilitated by the 
People’s Institute of New Orleans are designed to 
help participants develop their own analysis of 

history, culture, and power relationships. While the 
Institute’s training and mentoring are specific to each 
community, the process of “Undoing Racism” has 
consistent principles and practices that make up a 
model for social transformation through community 
organizing and leadership development. For more 
information about the workshops, please contact the 
Coalition at (810) 232-2228. 
 
GENESEE HEALTH PLAN GETS BOOST TO 
COVER UNINSURED 
In August of 2003, we reported that Governor 
Jennifer Granholm announced a “$3 million state 
boost to the Genesee Health Plan” enabling the plan 
to expand coverage from its level of 2000 residents 
to potentially 7000 residents.  
 
On January 16, 2004, Health and Human Services 
Secretary Tommy G. Thompson announced the 
approval of Michigan’s request under the new, more 
flexible Health Insurance Flexibility and Accountability 
(HIFA) Initiative to expand the use of SCHIP (State 
Children’s Health Insurance Program) funds to offer 
health insurance to adults who are currently 
uninsured. 
 
The state will expand health insurance coverage to 
childless adults with family income at or below 35 
percent of the federal poverty level. Michigan is the 
ninth state to use the HIFA waiver to expand access 
to health care coverage. New Mexico, Oregon, 
Illinois, Colorado, New Jersey, Maine, Arizona and 
California also have been granted HIFA waivers. This 
expansion is good news for Genesee County 
residents who need health coverage. 

 

 

JOIN US FEBRUARY 13, 2004 FOR 
 “COFFEE WITH THE GOVERNOR”  
 CONTACT (810) 232-2228 FOR DETAILS
 
 

 


